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HOME EMBELLISHMENT. 



By Mary C. Hungerford. 



Ribbon-deckkd bamboo frames are pretty 
and useful contrivances for holding the current 
literature of the day, but every woman knows 
that every man, through some inborn perversity 
peculiar to his kind, is always liable to demand 
the immediate production of some especial news- 
paper of a date more or less remote, and unless 
afraid of setting small olive branches an example 
of profanity is too apt to rend the air with clearly- 
expressed adjectives, not designed to compliment 
the mistress of a house where, etc., etc. A happy 
relief for a housekeeper who does not love to have 
three hundred and sixty-five newspapers upon her 
sitting-room table simultaneously, is a box to 
stand under desk or table', or, not inappropriately, 
in a corner by itself. Take a soap box— it would 
be hard to find a paper upon home-made furnish- 
ing that does not introduce the inevitable soap 
box — nail the top on closely so that it is a 
complete box, and have it sawed in two, diagon- 
ally (let an expert handle the saw, or mutilation 
to box or sawyer may be the result). Line both 
sections with thick pink satin paper and cover the 
outside with dark felt, putting a row of furniture 



ment. While admiring the beauty and decorative 
effect of the pedestal, the lady who originated the 
idea called my attention to a square opening in 
the back large enough to put in the dusters used 
for the room. Being of a practical turn of mind, 
she had combined utility with beauty in her 
experiment. 

Another decorative fancy is a plush covered 
oval-shaped board bound with narrow embossed 
brass strips which can be bought by the yard at 
most of the stores where metal decorations are 
sold. Two or three of the small, beautiful birds 
used in millinery may be grouped upon the plush 
background with good effect. A partial removal 
of their stuffing will make their adjustment easier 
and more natural. 

There is nothing particularly new in the 
suggestion, but some people who are tired of the 
decorations of their little round tables may like 
to hear of a way to redress them in a different 
style by covering them with jute plush or other 
similar material, with a rampant dragon or a 
raging griffin in gilt thread and shaded plush. 
These figures, now so stylish for applique" work, 
can be bought at fancy work stores, and putting 
them on is very easy work even for those who 
have had no practice in embroidery. 

The edge of the table should be encircled by 
a crocheted inacreme cord, border and fringe for 



of three, three chain stitches, three double crochet 
around same chain, fasten ; six chain stitches, 
three double crochet around next chain of three, 
three chain stitches, three double crochet around 
same, work six chain stitch and turn. 

Third row— Three double crochet around next 
chain of three in preceding row, three chain 
stitches, three double crochet around same chain, 
fasten; six chain stitches, three double crochet 
around next chain of three, three chain stitches, 
three double crochet around same chain, fasten; 
six chain stitches, three double crochet around 
next chain of three, three chain stitches, three 
double crochet around same, fasten ; six chain 
stitches, three double crochet around next chain 
of three, three chain stitches, three double crochet 
around same, fasten in first stitch of chain of five 
in last row. 

Fourth row— Five chain stitches, three double 
crochet around next chain of three in preceding 
row, three chain stitches, three double crochet 
around same, fasten; six chain stitches, three 
double crochet around next chain of three, three 
chain stitches, three double crochet around same, 
fasten; six chain stitches, three double crochet 
around next chain of three, three chain stitches, 
three double crochet around same, fasten; six 
chain stitches, three double crochet around next 
chain of three, three chain stitches, three double 




gimp with brass-headed nails all around the sawed 
edge. Put the two parts of the box together with 
hinges, and by the aid of screw eyes fasten two 
slender metal chains on each side like trunk 
braces to keep the lid from falling back. 

In putting on the hinges let the bottom piece 
of the box be the highest in the b^ck so that the 
opening is lowest in front. A little experimenting 
with scissors and a paper match box will make 
the position clear. No fastening is necessary, but 
a hasp and padlock can easily be added as a safe- 
guard against the ravages of combustible-seeking 
house maids and other foes to man's divine 
rights. 

In the large dining-room of a country house 
not very far from New York, an imposing life size 
bust of Washington stands in the deeply recessed 
bay window. The bust, an ordinary plaster one, 
is so beautifully coated with Gaspard's Prepara- 
tion, as to look wonderfully like the fine gray 
composition Of which Rogers' statuettes are made. 
The pedestal which supports the fac-simile of the 
Father of his country, is an ordinary half barrel, 
that is, a barrel of greatly reduced proportions ; a 
sample can be seen at any grocer's. This is neatly 
covered with red velveteen and finished with 
brass hoops, which are simply narrow strips of 
brass cut to order at a metal-working establish- 



which the formula given below is as pretty as any 
other, and has the merit of being much easier 
than the knotted macreme" work. Use gray or 
brown twine, whichever best corresponds to the 
covering of the top. 

Make a chain of thirty-five stitches : 
First row — Three double crochet in fourth 
stitch of chain, three chain stitch, three double 
crochet in same stitch, fasten to next third stitch 
of chain, six chain stitch, miss six chain stitches, 
three double crochet in seventh, three chain, 
three double crochet in same, fasten to next third 
stitch of chain, six chain stitches, miss six, put 
three of double crochet in seventh, three chain, 
three double crochet in the same, fasten to next 
third stitch, six chain stitches, miss six, three 
double crochet in seventh stitch of chain, three 
chain stitch, three double crochet in next chain 
stitch, five chain stitch and turn. 

Second row — Three double crochet around 
next chain of three, done between the last three 
double crochet in previous row, three chain 
stitches, three double crochet around the same, 
fasten around first stitch of next chain of six, six, 
chain stitches, three double crochet around next 
chain of three, three chain stitches, three double 
crochet around same chain, fasten, six chain 
stitches, three double crochet around next chain 



crochet around same ; work around next chain of 
six, (*) two double crochet, three chain stitches (*) 
repeat from star to star five times, stopping before 
a chain of three ; fasten by one single crochet in 
last third double crochet of first row. 

Fifth row— Turn (*) one single crochet stitch, 
-three double Crochet, one single crochet around 
chain of three (*), repeat four times three chain 
stitches, three double crochet around next chain 
of three of last row, (*) three chain stitches, three 
double crochet around same, fasten ; six chain, 
three double crochet around next chain of three (*). 
Repeat to end of row, finally make chain of five. 
Begin again from second row. 

To make a firm heading begin at one end 
when the work is finished, and work a single 
crochet all the length of the upper edge. Then 
turn, (*) work three double crochet in next single 
crochet stitch, miss one (*) repeat to end of the 
work. 

To make the fringe cut the twine evenly into 
suitable lengths and tie into the scallops on the 
lower edge, ravel the strands to give them a fuller 
appearance, and tie a red chenille drop to the 
point of each scallop. Put a broad band of red 
satin under the openwork of the crochet work, 
and nail the heading to the table with closely set 
brass-headed nails, 



